
114 115

EMILY

PHOTOGRAPHER Heidi Tappis
STYLING Natalie Hoselton
HAIR Ryan Richman
MAKEUP Jaime Greenberg
INTERVIEW Peter Farleigh

RUHL
TOP Vintage
GLOVES Vex



116 117

You started modelling at a young age, how were you 
discovered? 
When I was thirteen, I went to New York Fashion 
Week to see the shows. Lucky for me, I had gotten 
my braces off  a week prior. I was running in-
between the tents to get the the shows, when a 
beautiful French woman approached me. She 
turned out to be Chantale Nadeau, my mother 
agent for years to come. She handed me her card 
and the rest is history. Not long after, I was living 
in Japan and my life as I now know it had begun. 
 
What was your first modelling job?
It was an editorial shoot in Tokyo. Twenty four 
hours after I had touched down at Narita. All I 
remember are the wigs. Big ones, small ones, some 
as big as your head!
 
What is the craziest place you have modelled or travelled for 
work? Any interesting stories from that place?
I would say the top of  the Brooklyn Bridge in 
January wearing only a Calvin Klein slip dress, 
as chic as it sounds, is one of  the crazier places 
I’ve done my Blue Steel with very blue lips to 
boot. I once shot in an abandon disco tech in 
the Dominican Republic. The bugs were as big as 
USB drives. They really sped up shooting. Want 
to finish the shoot early? Add insects to the crew. 
 
Why did you decide to get into acting?
Acting was something I was passionate about 
before I started modelling. I was a theater kid. I 
even went to a musical theater summer camp. Then 
I was scouted and modelling became my life. My 
identity. I didn’t know myself  outside of  it. After 
spending my adolescent years taking photos every 
day, I began slipping into an unhealthy relationship 
with myself, my body and the world around me. I 
needed to make a change. Evolve. My happiness 
depended on it. I couldn’t sell perfection anymore. 
I needed to get honest. Present. Serendipitously, 
at this time I met my manager Oren Segal. It was 
magic. Then along came agents and I through 
myself  into acting classes and auditions. I booked 
Newness shortly after. I can truly say acting saved 
me. Finally, I felt like my appearance wasn’t my 
talent. I could stop time for myself. Become 
someone else. That’s when I knew I found my 
place in the world. 

What was it like filming Newness? 
Incredible. Absolutely incredible. We shot mostly 
nights and I couldn’t have been happier to arrive 
home from work at 6 am. It wasn’t work. It was a 
creative wonderland.  I didn’t want to go home. 
We were a team. Everyone on set. From caterers 
to the sounds guys. We were all in it together. It 
was a group effort. Team work made the dream 
work. 
 
What was it like working with Drake Doremus? 
Drake is a genius. The freedom he gives his actors 
is what makes his films so emotionally stirring. His 
collaborative energy makes set a playground. It’s 
truly a gift. His liking for improv and collaboration 
makes each scene really come alive. Sometimes 
he wouldn’t call cut until many minutes after the 
written scene had ended. We just kept going. 
Kept living as our characters. In our own world 
we had created. He taught me so much. To work 
with someone as talented for my very first role, is 
something I will always be grateful for. So Drake 
if  you’re reading this, thank you. 
 
How do you prepare for a role?
I like to think of  my process as creating a tiered cake. 
The building of  a many layered character. First I 
read the script from the audience’s perspective. 
Then I read it from the screenwriter’s perspective. 
The third time I read it from my character’s 
perspective. Next comes the memorizing, which 
I would consider the base layer of  the cake. Each 
of  the layers on top represent who the character is 
and what makes them tick. Where did they grow 
up? How would they walk? Do they sway their 
hands or keep them in their pocket? How do they 
speak? Do they make eye contact or look down 
because they’re afraid of  intimacy? Where is the 
scene? What are their relationships to the people 
I’m interacting with? Each is an aspect of  what 
makes up an individual. We all have idiosyncrasies. 
That’s what makes us human. We all have pasts that 
have created our present and thus determine our 
futures. The same is an important for a character. 
As an actress, I want the character I’m playing to 
connect to a part of  you. That’s when I know I’ve 
done my job well. 
 

You grew up in Texas, what are some of  the traditions or 
customs that you still hold on to?
The first one would have to be saying y’all. Darling 
is also a very common expression in my vernacular. 
Those colloquial expressions  will never fade away. 
Southern hospitality is something I pride myself  
in. I was taught to give as much kindness to 
strangers as loved ones. I also love a monogram. 
That’s big in the south. We’d monogram our toilet 
paper if  we could. I’m sure someone has. 
 
What surprised you most about Los Angeles when you 
moved here?
How two people can live in Los Angeles and be 
an hour drive apart. You can have a long distance 
relationship in the same city.
 
What are some of  your favourite places in Los Angeles and 
why? (Coffee shop, spa, shops, etc)
Get ready, I LIVE for this question... I stopped 
drinking coffee, so making tea at home is my 
favourite coffee shop. But for daily streetwear 
inspiration and divine pastries, Intelligentsia in 
Silver Lake is my go to. I love a good flee market. 
The Rose Bowl flee market is the promise land. 
American Rag is my second home. Decades is my 
favourite vintage store when I want to drop some 
dough for 80s Chanel. The Detox Market is where 
I get all of  my beauty products. I’ve been getting 
my nails done at Olive & June in Beverly Hills for 
years. The interior there is beautifully feminine 
and the women that work there are wonderful. 
I’m all for girl power, Justin Anderson does the 
best blonde hands down. He my mane man. The 
Now is my massage haven. 60 minutes there and 
I can conquer the world. Real Food Daily hits the 
spot every time. It’s my happy place. Anywhere 
something is done with passion and love, you’ll 
find me. Apple Pay in hand.

I WAS TAUGHT TO GIVE AS 
MUCH KINDNESS TO STRANGERS 
AS LOVED ONES.

DRESS Hellesey
BOOTS Dries Van Noten
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COAT Robert Rodriguez
DRESS Vintage

FULL LOOK Robert Rodriguez
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BLAZER Gucci
TOP Hellesey

SKIRT Hellesey
BOOTS Schutz

COAT Robert Rodriguez
DRESS Vintage


